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President s report 


A t the September General Meeting, a proposal will be 
put to the GFNC members that will allow us to create 
a special Environmental Fund dedicated to protection of 
the local environment. Gifts made to the fund will be tax 
deductible. 

The nature of the threats facing local sites of significant 
environmental value is changing. In decades past, a 
submission from the GFNC directly to a government 
minister could sway decisions to protect areas that could 
be shown to have important habitat or fauna. Today, the 
stakes are much higher. The areas containing remnant 
vegetation that have not been given protection as 
designated parks have developers seeing them as areas 


Barry Lingham 

of potential profit. The defence of these zones relies 
heavily on provision of proof that they have protected 
species or habitat types. The defence process involves 
submissions to government bodies, then panel hearings, 
the funding of expert opinions and the ability to use 
experienced legal counsel. The processes are invariably 
long and expensive. 

The GFNC Environment Fund will help us work effectively 
with other like-minded groups to protect habitat and 
species in the Geelong region. 


Tonight... 

...Graham Patterson will talk about natural history highlights of the Port Phillip Coast. We’ll take a quick trip 
around the bay, looking at a smorgasbord of natural history highlights. The range on offer may surprise you - we often 
take this home territory of ours for granted. There are interesting rock formations, prolific fossil sites, bird breeding 
colonies, interesting mammals, a wealth of intertidal invertebrates, diverse plant communities and more. 

Graham Patterson once decided to walk around the coast of Victoria - he hasn’t finished it yet. But when he began to 
investigate the natural and human history of the places he was seeing, the idea of a book was born. Now he has 
published Coastal guide to nature and history: Port Phillip Bay and copies will be available at the meeting for the 
discount price of $25. 


At the October meeting... 

... Trevor Pescott will talk about fauna from the GFNC trapping surveys. 


GFNC website 

Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate 
etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to 
Barry Lingham (5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated 
onto the site. 

GFNC website: http://www.qfnc.orq.au 
e-mail address: info@qfnc.orq.au 


GFNC is on Facebook! 

http://www.facebook.com/qeelonqfnc 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at 
general meetings. 

The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat to 
other members and visitors. 


The photo on the front cover, by David Tytherleigh, is of 
a female Red-rumped Parrot, Belcher’s Lane. 

The photo on the back cover, by John Newman, is of a 
Gnat Orchid Cyrtostylis reniformis, Gum Flat. 
















From my chair in winter 


Valda Dedman 


I t has been a winter for staying inside a lot, looking out 
and listening, a winter of cold and showers, of sun and 
gales and more showers, a winter for musing and 
wondering. I love to hear the rain on the roof; my ears 
seem attuned to the merest whisper as it starts up. 

Two magpies sit on a very tall TV antenna, fluff up their 
wings and have a bath in the rain. How often do they need 
to do this? Sometimes they will forage in the rain. They 
walk over the grass, stopping every so often to listen 
intently, head on one side, then quickly insert the beak into 
the soil and come up with the tiniest scrap. Only 
occasionally do they find a worm. 

At the end of April, after rain, the crickets started to sing 
again just before dark, and continued until it was quite 
dark, then suddenly all shut off together and everything 
was silent. 

I was thanking my lucky stars that for many years I had 
not had a mouse in the house when the wet weather 
started, but it was not to be. This year one demolished a 
loose packet of sesame seed and then attacked curry 
powder! It made a dreadful mess. Once we had a rat 
inside and it ate the flesh of an apple on the bench but left 
the skin intact. 

The Lilly Pilly has been a prolific bearer of its shiny red 
berries this year. Unfortunately most of them have blown 
off in wind and rain and have ended up on the drive (or my 
car). You have to be careful not to squash them, and wipe 
your feet well before coming inside. A purple stain on the 
carpet can be difficult to remove. There are not enough 
berries left for jelly making, so that will have to wait again. 
Last year I managed to track down some Lilly Pilly jelly, 
rich red in colour, but sweet rather than tangy in taste. 

Trevor Pescott tells me that the way to find the tiny Otway 
snails is 'to put some leaf-litter over a tray and place a light 
above. As the top layers dry, the animals move further 
down and eventually fall out onto the tray.' So they should 
be both alive and intact, but still notoriously difficult to 
identify. 

We have resident Grey Butcherbirds in the area and I 
often hear them calling, but I rarely see them. Sometimes I 
think there are two, calling to each other. They have a 
variety of calls, hard to describe, and this sets me 
wondering. How many calls does a Grey Butcherbird 
have? I consulted my old favourites, Belcher, Pizzey and 
Morcombe: 

No one could describe adequately the Butcher-bird's 
note: It begins with a loud, confused medley of sound, 
and ends with single notes. It has been described as 
discordant, but in my opinion is one of the most 
cheerful and joyous bird-voices of the bush. Singularly 
enough, it is at its best in autumn, a season when odd 
birds leave their regular quarters and move about the 
district, one or two penetrating to the Eastern Park. 
(Belcher 1914) 


Territorial song: Beautiful deep mellow piping, the 
phrasing varying geographically; a quiet subsong 
includes mimicry. In aggression, a staccato rollicking 
descending shriek, difficult to describe, and a harsh 
grating 'karr, karr'. (Pizzey 1980) 

Rich and varied, including musical and mellow as well 
as harsh sounds, soft mimicry, strident shrieks in 
defence and aggression. Songs include slow deep 
mellow notes 'quorruk-a-quokoo' and deep, bubbly to 
loud clear 'kworruk-a-chowk-chowk'. Loudest, often 
given in the wing-quivering flight, are vigorous piping 
notes that gradually develop a harsh, strident, scolding 
quality towards the end of the sequence, rapid and 
lively, 'quack-quack-quiak-qraik-qzaik-Kazakh-kzaaik- 
kzzaik'. (Morcombe 2000). 

A study of Grey Butcherbird song by Gayle Johnson 
(2003) has found that it is quite complex. Daytime 
vocalisations are quite different from the dawn chorus, 
which contains two main elements, group vocals sung all 
the year round and the male breeding season song that 
varies in length and substance according to the length of 
day and its place in the breeding cycle. Each male has its 
own individual breeding song; those in adjoining territories 
may differ more than distant ones, and their repertoires 
vary from year to year. Daytime songs do not change from 
year to year. Where the Grey Butcherbird territory contains 
a breeding pair and one or more immatures or adults from 
previous years, all group members older than juveniles 
join in the group vocalisations. Duetting, antiphonal (call 
and response) and overlapping are common. Sometimes 
one phrase is sung by males only, and another only by 
females, that were often the ones to begin antiphonal 
singing. Day vocalisations start just before the sun 
appears above the horizon each day of the year 
regardless of the season. 

Then there is subsong, by both adult males and by 
juveniles. First year birds have been heard practising 
quietly in small groups rather than in isolation. 

Subsong generally consisted of a continuous stream of 
phrases from day vocalizations often given in a 
squeaky monotone without variation in timbre or timing. 
(Johnson 2003). 

Subsong may include mimicry, by adult males, of birds 
commonly found in the singer's territory. 

Only one male was detected singing in a territory at 
any one time. Song was delivered from the same 
perches each year. It was softer than day vocalizations 
and breeding song, being audible at a maximum of 10 
to 30 metres from the singer. Song bouts varied in 
duration, from several minutes to one and a half 
hours... The beak was held either horizontally or 
upwards at an angle of approximately 45 degrees. No 
accompanying body movements were observed. 
Singing was virtually continuous with occasional 
pauses of several seconds duration for stretching and 
up to two minutes for foraging. Noisy miners were 
foraging nearby during much of the bout. The singer 
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took very little notice of the miners even when they 
directed agonistic displays at him from less than 20 
cm.' (Johnson 2000). 

In November 1981, in Eastern Park, Geelong, Craig Morley 
heard a Grey Butcherbird mimicking Red Wattlebirds and 
sparrows, but did not indicate whether it was in subsong or 
how long it lasted. There are also records of birds, in 
sheltered spots, singing, often with mimicry, while it is 
raining heavily. 

If it is cold and wet outside, you can always curl up with a 
book. The GFNC library is under utilised, which is a pity. It 
contains a wealth of field guides that are good to have on 
hand when you are visiting an unfamiliar place. There are 
also many books that can be read for their general interest. 
Some of them may seem old fashioned in their style, but 
are worth dipping into. 

In his Foreword to Birds of Paradox (598.2 POL) Jack 
Pollard writes: This is a book of entertainment. In it all the 
best stories about Australian and New Zealand birds, 
fiction and non-fiction, and the best poems on birds have 
been collected. ... [It] makes no pretence that it is a 
contribution to scientific research. Items range from a short 
note telling us that the Black Swan was the first Australian 
bird taken overseas, in 1697, by Willem de Vlamingh, to 
several pages for The Thermometer Bird, by H.J. Frith. 

Or if you are interested in the history of natural history, you 
could try The Naturalists, Pioneers of Natural History, by 
Alan C. Jenkins (500.9 JEN) with its many illustrations and 
stories that include plant hunters such as David Douglas 
and the life of American bird painter Audubon (who also 
drew snakes and bats), illegitimate, handsome, born in 
Haiti and raised in France. 

If you are truly focused on bird people, the autobiography 
of Eric Hosking An Eye Fora Bird (778.932 HOS) should 


interest you. You probably know that a Tawny Owl took his 
eye as he climbed in the dark to a hide in Wales in 1937, 
but are you aware that his honeymoon two years later was 
spent largely in a hide with a sheer drop of 300 feet below, 
while he waited to photograph a Golden Eagle in remote 
Argyll? 

The library also has very up-to-date books. When I started 
Adventures among Ants, a Global Safari with a Cast of 
Trillions, by Mark W. Moffett (595.79615 MOF), published 
in 2010, I was not expecting to read every word, but I 
found life in the ant world absorbing. Marauder ants, 
African army ants, weaver ants, Amazon ants, leaf-cutting 
ants, Argentine ants, they all have their distinct methods of 
foraging, establishing and maintaining territories and 
interacting with each other, passing on messages. Some 
carry off slaves and make them do all the hard work, some 
use child labour to sew their nests together, some grow 
underground gardens, some band together in group 
transport to carry large prey home. You have to read the 
book to appreciate the sheer cleverness of ants. 

You can browse the catalogue online; it may save time at 
the easy self-borrowing stage, or you can just rely on 
serendipity. 
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What’s up 

Dean Hewish 


I n August there was an astronomical event that we would 
have missed if not for the GFNC. 

The event was the occultation of Saturn by the Moon. 
Occultations occur when one celestial object passes in 
front of another object from our point of view. In this case 
the Moon passed between us and Saturn. 

This particular occultation is not especially rare but is 
uncommon at any single location on Earth. Although most 
of the planets and their satellites are confined to the same 
narrow plane as they orbit the Sun, they all diverge to some 
extent and, because planets and the Moon are relatively 
small when viewed from the Earth, it is uncommon to see 
one to pass in front of another. 

This year contains nine occultations of Saturn by the Moon 
visible from Earth but only two were visible in Victoria. The 
first available was on 14 May, but that was a cloudy night 
and I didn’t even try to see it. Then I forgot all about the 
second on 4 August until Geoff Gates from the GFNC 
reminded me via e-mail. The sky was clear in the late 
afternoon, so I placed our telescope on our back deck and 
set it up to continuously track the motion of the Moon. 


The occultation was calculated to occur at 8.30 p.m. and 
although some high cloud was coming in from the west, we 
still had a relatively clear view. The dark side of the Moon 
(the shadowed side) was approaching Saturn, but the dark 
moonscape was invisible against the black sky because of 
a slight cloud haze. Saturn with its rings showed bright and 
sharp. Then suddenly the dark edge of the Moon began to 
cut across Saturn with a razor sharp edge and the planet 
progressively disappeared into apparently empty space. An 
hour and a half later, Saturn began reappearing from 
behind the bright side of the Moon. There was an odd 
effect. The Moon’s edge was brilliant white and this made 
Saturn appear faint in comparison for the human eye. So, 
unlike the bright planet that had disappeared, Saturn 
emerging looked faded like the ghost of a planet. 

The event was a very worthwhile experience and we are 
very grateful to Geoff for alerting us. I attempted to take 
some ‘digiscoped’ photographs of the event but to no avail. 

Centuries ago, occultations like this were important 
because they allowed astronomers to gather vital 
information about the orbits of the planets and the Earth. 
These days they are mostly viewed as spectacles. 
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Ibis Manoeuvres 


Joe Hubbard 


(From a diary entry of 5 August 2014 at the Coolart 
Wetlands in Somers on the Mornington Peninsula.) 

F rom the bird observatory I watched activities in a 

breeding colony of White Ibis on a small artificial island 
of logs, a much favoured and crowded nesting site, and 
the tensions this created .The situation resulted in disputes 
which led to physical encounters. 

No sooner had we arrived than we witnessed pretty 
serious stuff. 

A couple of birds, maybe more, were attacking another (an 
intruder, I assumed), stabbing viciously at it with those long 
hard beaks. This of course spilt over to involve other 
nesting birds in the vicinity, so they joined in -- a somewhat 
confused scene. 



The out-of-favour one was soon forced over the side and 
into the water, and calm, to a certain extent, was restored. 

I was told about another incident which resulted from such 
competition for a site. A pair of birds left their nest and 
eggs, briefly, but long enough for another enterprising bird 
to move in, scoop their eggs overboard, and settle down 
on the now empty nest. 

Possession is.! 

In a short time a whole gamut of behaviours were noted, 
with carrying of nesting materials, changing over of 
brooding birds, displays between birds and so on. A lively 
scene altogether. 

Photos: Joe Hubbard 



GFNC Cadets turns one! 


Jeff Dagg 


A t our August meeting, the cadets celebrated the first 
anniversary of the establishment of the group. We 
had a very special guest speaker, Craig Morley, who gave 
a very instructive insight into his trip to Madagascar with 
plenty of photos of birds and animals. We all found this 
extremely interesting. 

The majority of the group were in attendance and enjoyed 
celebrating with a lovely birthday party with cake. 

The cadets started with three members and has now 
grown to a membership of 13. Two of the original cadets 
were there to cut the cake. 


From left: Jeff, Tom, Annabelle, Sophie, Arthur (Georgi's baby), Georgi 

Photo: Craig Morley 
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Peter’s Hill, Bambra, fauna survey 
7-10 August 2014 

GPS 55 238380E, 5745950N, alt 392m. 

All trapping was undertaken in accordance with our DEPI permit 10006519 and WSIAEC permit 27.12 


Trevor Pescott 


P eter’s Hill is the highest point on the Bambra-Airey’s 
Inlet Road where a fire-spotting tower commands an 
extensive view of that eastern section of the Otway 
Ranges. To the west of the hill are long-established pine 
plantations and private land some of which retains part of 
its original vegetation. South and east of the hill is mainly 
public land, including part of the Great Otway National 
Park and Otway Forest Park. 

The vegetation where we carried out the trapping is wet 
sclerophyll forest, with several species of eucalypt 
including Mountain Grey Gum forming a canopy. But it is 
far from a mature-aged forest with most of the trees yet to 
gain full height. The mid-storey vegetation includes a 
variety of shrubs including Prickly Moses Wattle and 
Prickly Currant-bush, and the dense ground cover is 
mainly Forest Wire-grass, Rough Treefern, Austral 
Bracken, Maiden Hair Fern and a variety of other plants, 
ferns and grasses. 

Weather 

Cool to cold; some showers on 08/08/14, then clear until 
the last night when there was some rain. 

Elliott traps 

On 07/08/14 we set 40 small Elliott traps in four transects 
of 10, 8, 10 and 12 respectively, from the road into the 
forest on the south side of the road. Each trap contained a 
ball of bait (peanut butter, golden syrup and oatmeal) and 
Dacron filling to serve as bedding, and they were enclosed 
in plastic sleeves to keep the interior dry. The traps were 
approximately 10 m apart and numbered consecutively. 

Traps in which animals were caught were not re-set on 
following nights, resulting in a total of 113 trap/nights. 

Results 

08/08/2014: El 3 Dusky Antechinus Antechinus 
swainsonii, male, wt. 30 g. 

El 8 Bush Rat Rattus fuscipes , not weighed. 
E37 Dusky Antechinus, male wt. 31 g. 

09/08/14: E16 Bush Rat wt. 125 g. 

10/08/14: Nil. 

Comments 

The male antechinuses displayed evidence of intense 
sexual activity, suggesting that mating had taken place 
recently. In this case, and with gestation taking about 28 
days, the young should be born in the first weeks of 
September. This is consistent with published data, but it is 
about two months later than the Dusky Antechinuses we 
caught in the Stony Rises where the females had pouch- 
young in July. Although it was disappointing that we 
caught so few animals, and no female antechinuses, the 
survey achieved the result we sought, that of determining 
the breeding season of the Dusky Antechinus in this part 
of the Otway Ranges. 


A more disconcerting aspect was the small number of 
animals trapped over all. The trapping success rate of 
3.5% is far below the rates we achieved in earlier surveys 
in the area (see below). Whether this indicates a decline in 
small mammal numbers in the area, or a paucity of 
mammals in this particular habitat is not clear. However, 
there were many scratchings/diggings in the ground where 
we set the traps, suggesting a lot of activity by small 
mammals. 

Both antechinuses had a number of ticks attached to their 
ears, unlike the rats that appeared to be free of the 
parasites. 


Bird list 


Australian Wood Duck 

White-naped Honeyeater 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

Golden Whistler 

Crimson Rosella 

Rufous Whistler 

Blue-winged Parrot 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

White-throated Treecreeper 

Australian Magpie 

Superb Fairy-wren 

Pied Currawong 

Striated Thornbill 

Forest Raven 

Brown Thornbill 

Eastern Yellow Robin 

White-eared Honeyeater 
Crescent Honeyeater 

Red-browed Finch 



Bush Rat, Peter’s Hill Photo: Chrissy Freestone 


Mammals noted 


Short-beaked 

Extensive diggings in the cleared 

Echidna 

fire-break beside the road. 

Dusky Antechinus 

Two males caught. 

Macropod sp. 

Scats on the roadside fire-break, 


from kangaroos and/or wallabies. 

Bush Rat 

Two caught. 
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Herps noted 


Common Froglet 

Heard calling from the 


waterholenear the Boonah Road 


turnoff. 


Thanks 

To Parks Victoria for permission to carry out the trapping in 
the Great Otway National Park. 

To Alison, Chrissy, Grace, Shona and Wilma for help in 
setting, checking and picking up the traps, and to Grace 
and others for compiling the bird list. 


Next fauna surveys 

Hurst Road, Anglesea 
11-14 September 

In June and July 1966 some members of the GFNC inspected two areas near Forest Road east of Anglesea ‘for the 
purpose of conservation’. One of the areas was described as “north of the wildflower and water reserves” and on the 
south side of the Anglesea Road (now the Great Ocean Road). It ‘has an area of about 320 acres, and 68 species of 
plants were recorded there’. This is now part of the Great Otway National Park and serves as a buffer for the 
Eumeralla Scout Camp area. 

The most accessible way into the area is via Hurst Road which is left off the Great Ocean Road, a short distance past 
the Pt Addis road. The exact point at which we will do the survey will be decided on the Thursday, but it will be on the 
right-hand or west side of Hurst Road. 

Thursday 11 September, 1.00 p.m. Meet on Hurst Road to set the traps. 

Friday 12 to Sunday 14 September, 8.30 a.m. Meet as above to check the traps. 

Floating Islands Reserve, Stony Rises 
9-12 October 

Thursday 9 October, 1.00 p.m. Meet at main truck parking area on the Princes Highway about 20 km west of 
Colacto set traps. 

Friday 10 to Sunday 12 October, 8.30 a.m. Meet at main truck parking area to check traps. 


Fauna report 


W ith the warmer weather in August came the first sightings 
of reptiles, and a reminder that we need to be aware of 
the re-appearance of snakes, and the ever-present risk they 
pose—watch for them and of course send in any sightings that 
you make. 

The discovery of a Lesser Long-eared Bat suggests they are 
beginning to emerge from their winter hibernation. Over the 
summer we will be concentrating our fauna surveying on 
reptiles and bats, and less on Elliott trapping. 

Tile surveying is another technique used in the search for 
ground-dwelling fauna. Currently there are 63 along Old 
Melbourne Road, Little River (a CoGG project), 10 near Lees 
Bridge, Balliang, and 41 have been placed at the Ocean Grove 
Nature Reserve. All are checked once each month. For further 
information contact me on ppescott@optusnet.com.au. 


Reptiles and amphibians (Herps) 


Black Rock Skink 

1 

23/08/14 

Sun-basking in crack between two rocks beside West Walk at the You Yangs. 

TP 

Southern Water Skink 

1 

22/08/14 

Basking at the edge of a hole beside Sutherlands Creek, Steiglitz. 

GD 

Eastern Bluetongue Lizard 

5 

14/08/14 

Under tiles beside Old Melbourne Road, Little River. Four were under the same 
tiles as last month, but one had apparently moved from one tile to another. 

TP 

Blotched Bluetongue Lizard 

1 

29/07/14 

Buckley Falls, a small individual about 150mm long. 

HS, LB 

Spotted Marsh (Grass) Frog 

2 

14/08/14 

Under separate tiles, Old Melbourne Road, Little River. 

TP 


1 

14/08/14 

Under a tile near Lees Bridge, Balliang. 

TP 


Trevor Pescott 



_*_. _>_:_ m 

Black Rock Skink, You Yangs Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Geelong Naturalist September 2014 5 























Mammals 


Bandicoot sp. (Long-nosed?) 


19/08/14 

Extensive diggings at Otway Greening Nursery, Deans Marsh, probably by 
this species. 

MR-K 



21/08/14 

Similar but less extensive diggings, near where a Long-nosed Bandicoot 
was photographed recently at Yaugher. 

TP 

Koala 

1 

22/08/14 

In heathy woodland just west of Maude. 

GD 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo 

1 

04/08/14 

Salt Swamp, Lake Connewarre, one large individual seen in fading light, 
standing and looking in the direction of people at the end of Belcher’s 

Lane. 

CMo 


3 

09/08/14 

Salt Swamp, adult male, adult female and immature individual—‘they had 
eluded me until today— they hardly come onto the saltmarsh where 1 
spend most of my bird-watching time, and don’t seem to emerge onto the 
adjacent fields’. 

GD 


32 

15/08/14 

Karaaf Wetlands west of Point Impossible. 

GD 


5 

15/08/14 

Breamlea, east of Pt Impossible Road, including one roadkilled. 

GD 



17/08/14 

Wensleydale, several noted, resting. 

JN 

Black (Swamp) Wallaby 

1 

09/08/14 

Beside Bambra-Airey’s Inlet Road. 

CF, GL 


2 

17/08/14 

Gherang, separate in bushland off Tanners Road. 

JN 


1 

23/08/14 

East Flat, You Yangs, browsing on the foliage of Snowy Mintbush, 2.00 
p.m. 

TP 

Lesser Long-eared Bat 

1 

23/08/14 

Eclipse Creek, Whinray Road, Meredith; found dead on the ground, in 
good condition apart from a couple of puncture marks. 

CCo 

Water Rat 

1 

21/08/14 

Swimming close to the bank, Newtown side of the Barwon River; 
disappeared into long grass, 5.50 p.m. 

CFr 

Red Fox 


09/08/14 

Salt Swamp, Lake Connewarre, abundant and widespread tracks. 

GD 


1 

16/08/14 

Ran across Barrabool Road, from south to north (towards the river), just 
near the Barwon Valley playgrounds—at 2.00 p.m. A bit cheeky! 

JN 

Fallow Deer 

3 

16/08/14 

On Pipeline Track in the Anglesea Heath, About 1km southeast of coal 
mine. 

GD 

Brown Hare 

1 

12/08/14 

Belcher’s lane, Lake Connewarre. 

GD 

Common Dolphin 

3+ 

23/08/14 

Close to shore off 13th Beach. 

GD 

Southern Right Whale 

1 

23/08/14 

Ocean Grove, loafing quite close to shore. 

GD 


Observers: 

CCo Colin Cook, CF Chrissy Freestone, CMo Craig 
Morley, GD Guy Dutson, GL Grace Lewis, HS Helen 
Schofield, JN John Newman, LB Lance Brequet, MR-K 
Mike Robinson-Koss, TP Trevor Pescott. 



Blotched Bluetongue, Buckley Falls Photo: Lance Brequet 


OBP surveys 

13-14 September 

These surveys provide a great opportunity to get out and 
enjoy (and survey) habitats that we don’t often get into. 

If you’d like to take part in these surveys, please contact 

Craig Morley: 5221 4604 
or email craigmorley5@bigpond.com. 


PHOTO AND ART SHOW 
Naturalists, photographers and artists 
Opening night: Friday 10 October, 6.00-7.30 p.m. 

Entry forms and details are available from: 

Jan Synot 

Art is...studio and gallery 
Level 1, 64 Little Malop Street 
Geelong 3220 

Mobile: 0421 969 230 www.artisqeelonq.com 
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Endangered Spotted-tailed Quoll sighted in Great Otway National Park 


Media Release issued 11 August 2014 
Parks Victoria 


n endangered Spotted-tailed Quoll has been sighted in 
the Great Otway National Park for the first time in 24 
years. Related to the Tasmanian Devil, and colloquially 
known as the Tiger Quoll’, the animal was caught on a 
remote camera set up as part of an ongoing program set 
up by Parks Victoria scientists and rangers to monitor the 
park’s rich native mammal population. This follows the 
recent discovery of a hair sample. 

Parks Victoria Chief Executive Dr Bill Jackson said it was 
an incredibly exciting find and an encouraging sign that fox 
control programs in the park were helping to protect native 
species. 

The Great Otway National Park is one of the few Victorian 
landscapes home to nearly all the mammals that would 
have been present at the time of European settlement,’ 
said Dr Jackson. The presence of threatened and 
endangered species highlights just how important our 
parks are for conserving Australia’s biodiversity. Other 
animals captured on camera during the monitoring program 
include threatened Southern Brown Bandicoots and Long 
Nosed Potoroos.’ 

This finding has caused great excitement amongst our 
staff members who have been monitoring the area for 
years—they are really thrilled.’ 

Parks Victoria Ranger Gary Summers said 40 remote 
cameras were first set up in 2009 in two locations within 


the Great Otway National Park; one with a fox baiting 
program in place and one without. 

‘Our preliminary observations show that the fox baiting has 
had a marked and positive effect on helping to protect the 
native mammal populations within the Great Otway 
National Park. We are lucky to have such a range of 
species here from the tiny ground-dwelling mammals such 
as the White-footed Dunnart, to the potoroos and 
bandicoots and the larger predators like the quoll.’ 

We will be working with staff from the Australian 
Mathematical Sciences Institute in September this year to 
fully analyse the data collected over the past six years.’ 

This analysis will give us a great insight into the park’s 
ecology and provide valuable information about how we 
continue to best manage such an important and healthy 
habitat and protect these species in the future.’ 

The discovery follows sightings of the Spotted-tailed Quoll 
in the Grampians National Park over the past year, after 
the species was thought to be extinct in the area for over 
140 years. 

Spotted-tailed Quolls are listed as Endangered under the 
Federal Environmental Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act. 




Spotted-tailed Quoll, Great Otway National Park Photo: Courtesy Parks Victoria 
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Butterfly report 


Valda Dedman 


U nexpectedly, both Australian Painted Lady and Yellow 
Admiral were observed on a day in early August when 
the early morning temperature had been 2°C, although the 
sun did come out later. It was in that butterfly hotspot, the 
Geelong Botanic Gardens. Perhaps they spent the night in 
one of the hothouses. There had also been reports of 
Painted Ladies in Melbourne, and it was assumed they had 
started their southward migration early. Why would they do 
this in such cold and inclement weather? Anyway, they 
have now reached Anglesea. 

The Cabbage Whites have also appeared in various places. 

Observers: DTy, David Tytherleigh; JN, John Newman; 
MHe, Marilyn Hewish; TF, Tom Fletcher. 



Yellow Admiral, Geelong Botanic Gardens. 

Photo: David Tytherleigh 


Cabbage White 

04/8/2014 

Bacchus Marsh 

1 

MHe 


04/8/2014 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

1 flying around entrance. 

DTy 


15/8/2014 

Woodlands Drive, Ocean Grove 

1 flying around, 11.35 a.m. 

TF 


16/8/2014 

Barrabool Rd, Highton 

1 flew towards river at Shannon Ave 
roundabout, 2.11 p.m. 

JN 


23/8/2014 

St Albans Rd, East Geelong 

1 just south of the rail trail, 1p.m. 

JN, DTy 


23/8/2014 

Anglesea Rd, just S of exit to ring 
road 

1, about 1.15 p.m. 

JN, DTy 

Australian Painted Lady 

04/8/2014 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

1 sunning on large green-and-white- leaved 
bush bedside northern path. 

DTy 


23/8/2014 

Anglesea, along O'Donohue's Rd 

5 in heathy bushland. One pair were perched 
on a eucalypt leaf with one (presumably male) 
very insistently landing on the perched 
butterfly, continually nudging it. Around 3 p.m. 

JN, DTy 

Yellow Admiral 

04/8/2014 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

2 feeding on pink flowering bush. 

DTy 


Volunteers wanted 


Grampians Wildflower Show 

Saturday 4 & Sunday 5 October 2014 

The annual Angair Wildflower Show (September 20 & 
21) is a weekend of activities and exhibits dedicated 
to wildflowers. It is also a great opportunity for 
environmentally based groups to display information 
about their activities and to network with others. We 


Halls Gap 

9.00 a.m.-5.00 p.m. 

Adults $4 Children Free 

need volunteers to staff the our display and help 


spread the word about the GFNC. 


Displays—Tours—Selfdrive notes 

If you can spare an hour or two, please contact Barry 


Talks & workshops 

via email on linahamOtoa.com.au 
or phone 5255 4291. 


Phone 1800 065 599 



www.grampianswildflowershow.org.au 
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You Yangs Boneseed pull 
23 August 2014 

Deborah Evans 


A beautiful spring-like day drew not only a large group 
of boneseeders but also a steady stream of walkers 
along the various tracks passing through The Saddle 
carpark. It was nice to see the You Yangs park being so 
well used. 

Our three visitors, nine adult members and two cadets did 
a solid day’s work downhill from the West Walk, including 
getting the mattocks onto some of the bigger plants we 
hadn’t been able to shift there in May. One team also did a 
check of the main hill and tidied up the little patch we 
discovered there last year. We barely lifted our heads 
from our task all day, but Trevor did find a Brown 



Thornbill’s nest with 3 eggs (in a boneseed bush, which 
we chose to leave) and also spotted a Black Rock Skink 
basking beside the West Walk near the ‘rock shelter’. 

We had a convivial lunch at the Dwarf Greenhood spot 
with much-appreciated cake again provided by Janet. The 
greenhoods were out again this year but we had no 
accompanying chorus from the shrike-thrushes this time. 
Thanks to all the members and visitors for their energetic 
weeding and good company. We hope to see you all 
again in May next year. 

All photos: Jeff Dagg 
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The Birds of Ethiopia 
Bird Group meeting 
21 August 2014 

Craig Morley 



Malachite Kingfisher 


Photo: Craig Morley 



Northern Carmine Bee-eaters Photo: Craig Morley 


I n January 2014, I was fortunate enough to travel 
through this amazing African nation, with a guided bird¬ 
watching group. Some of the typically African species we 
saw on the trip included Lappet-faced and Ruppell’s 
Vultures, Red-and-yellow Barbet and Yellow-breasted 
Barbet; Silvery-cheeked Hornbill and African Grey 
Hornbill; Malachite, Pied African Pygmy and Woodland 
Kingfishers; several species of doves and pigeons 
including the endemic White-collared Pigeon; White- 
browed Sparrow Weaver; Speckled Mousebird; Fan-tailed 
Raven; and many finch species including Cut-throat Finch, 
Red-billed Firefinch and Purple Grenadier. It would not be 
a trip to Africa without sunbirds and among the species we 
observed were the Variable and Shining Sunbirds and the 
stunning Tacazze Sunbird. And of course there were bee- 
eaters, the Blue-breasted (including an unusual green 
morph) and the extraordinarily beautiful Northern Carmine, 
and also starlings including Greater Blue-eared, Lesser 
Blue-eared, Superb, Ruppell’s and, a species everyone in 
the group was thrilled to see, the truly breath-taking 
Golden-breasted Starling. 

There are misconceptions associated with our thoughts 
regarding Ethiopia as a flat and desert-like nation—this is 
an illusion and incorrect! Ethiopia is, in fact, remarkably 
diverse and unexpectedly lush. The biogeography of 
Ethiopia is dominated by three features; the main volcanic 
highland dome, the Rift Valley and the dry desert and semi 
-desert lowlands. It is often referred to as the 'roof of 
Africa', with some of the highest mountain peaks on that 
amazing continent, and boasts the most extensive 
montane forest and grassland in Africa. And of course 
there is the Great Rift Valley, which creates a mosaic of 
habitats of great diversity and is dotted with beautiful and 
spectacular lakes supporting a wide diversity of bird 
species. These species include Saddle-billed Stork, 


African Sacred Ibis, Glossy Ibis, Cattle Egret, Common 
Crane, Lesser Flamingo, Egyptian Goose, Hamerkop, 
Great White Pelican, Maribou and Abdim’s Stork. 

Ethiopia is one of the world’s premier birding destinations 
with more than 850 species recorded and, after South 
Africa, the second highest number of endemic bird species 
in Africa. In addition to the 16 species endemic to Ethiopia 
there is a total of 18 species that are considered 
Abyssinian endemics (near-endemic to Ethiopia), that is, 
only distributed through Ethiopia and neighbouring Eritrea. 
Some of the Ethiopian endemics the group was fortunate 
enough to see were Blue-winged Goose, Spot-breasted 
Lapwing, Ruppell's Black Chat, White-winged Cliff Chat, 
Abyssinian Slaty Flycatcher, Abyssinian Catbird, Thick¬ 
billed Raven, White-billed Starling, Erlanger’s Lark and the 
highly localised and critically endangered Sidamo Lark. 
And no birding trip to Ethiopia would be complete without 
good views of the extraordinary and wonderful endemic 
species Stresemann's Bushcrow and Prince Ruspoli's 
Turaco. 

For birds of prey, Ethiopia must rank as one of the 
greatest places on earth, with myriad residents such as 
Rufous-breasted Sparrowhawk, African Hawk-Eagle, 
Ayer’s Hawk-Eagle, African Harrier-Hawk, Tawny Eagle, 
Golden Eagle (with a very small recently discovered 
population in the Bale Mountains), the immensely powerful 
Verreaux’s Eagle as well the stunning Lammergeier of the 
mountainous regions. In addition to these species there 
are the Palearctic migrants such as the Greater Spotted 
Eagle, Steppe Eagle and the captivating Montagu’s 
Harrier, to name just a few. The Bale Mountains are also 
home to an isolated population of Ruddy Shelducks - a 
species which, like the Golden Eagle, is more readily 
associated with Europe. 
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Simian Wolf Photo: Craig Morley 

Mammalian highlights of the trip included great views of 
Geladas (baboons) on the Ankober Escarpment and 
Simian Wolves, one of the rarest canids in the world, on 
the Sanetti Plateau. 

The time to visit Ethiopia for bird-watching is usually 
considered to be during the dry season from October to 
March, which coincides with the northern winter, when 
migrant species flood south, though April to September 



Greater Blue-eared Starling Photo: Craig Morley 


may also be considered as many species are in their 
breeding plumage and are more active and vocal. 

Ethiopia is a truly wonderful nation to visit and provides an 
adventure in Africa with breath-taking scenery and some of 
the best birding on the planet! 



Bale Mountains National Park Photo: Craig Morley Saddle-billed Stork sp Photo: Craig Morley 


Wider Geelong Flora Lecture 

Cultivating Conservation—The role of Botanic Gardens in Plant Conservation 

John Arnott 

Manager, Horticulture Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne 

Friends Room at the Geelong Botanic Gardens 

Tuesday 14 October 2014 
7.30 p.m. 

An overview of the threatened plant scene in Victoria highlighting a number of the projects and approaches to plant 

conservation in botanic gardens and other conservation agencies 
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Vale Ken Simpson 


I t was with considerable sadness that I learnt of the 
death on 9 July of naturalist and birdman Ken 
Simpson. I first met Ken back in the early 1950s when 
we both joined the Bird Observers Club and the RAOU— 
now combined into Birdlife Australia. Ken once told me 
that his most vivid memory of his developing interest in 
birds was when he tried to take home a dead swan that 
he had found on the St Kilda beach - but the tram 
conductor objected! 

Ken’s professional career reflected his wonderful love of 
nature. He worked as technical officer in geology at 
Melbourne University, for the CSIRO studying wekas, 
penguins and albatrosses on Macquarie Island, and at 
the Museum of Victoria, where he studied vertebrate 
fossils and Aboriginal archaeology. He was senior 
technical officer at Monash University working on 
vertebrate fossil material and, later, lecturer at Burwood 
Teachers College. 

Although never completing formal university courses, 
he was awarded an Honorary Master of Science 
degree, and the Australian Natural History Medallion in 
1996. While his best-known work is the Simpson and 
Day Field Guide to the Birds of Australia, he also wrote 


Trevor Pescott 

Birds of Bass Strait and many other papers. 

One book he never completed was on the birds of 
Groote Eylandt. Invited by Gemco, a subsidiary of 
BHP, to do a follow-up to the Bass Strait bird book, 

Ken visited the island on several occasions. I had the 
pleasure of joining him there, my role being to 
photograph the birds he wrote about. He kept all his 
notes and the hundreds of photographs in a box in his 
car, and the book was nearing completion...then one 
night his car was stolen and trashed, and all the GE 
material destroyed. Yet not long after that happened, 
Ken was invited to write the field guide with Nicholas 
Day as artist, a highly successful book now in its eighth 
edition. 

Although I hadn’t seen Ken for some years, the many 
occasions I spent with him remain a valued memory of 
a good friend. 

(If you want to read more about Ken's life, there was a 
comprehensive obituary in The Age on 25 August.) 



Flame Robin, Batten Rd 


Photo: David Tytherleigh 
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Bird observations 
July-August 2014 


A s the extensive list of bird sightings below 

demonstrates, the month has clearly allowed us to 
see the overlap of winter bird dispersal and the return of 
some spring-summer migrants. 

We do not get many winter records of Stubble Quail but 
this month have both Stubble and Brown Quail records. 
Some wild winter weather assisted in Craig’s 
extraordinary land-based record of the Sooty Albatross, 
rarely encountered off our coast. Raptors are showing 
plenty of breeding activity with juvenile Black-shouldered 
Kites and Peregrine Falcons back in breeding mode. 
Evidence of Lewin’s Rail at numerous locations is always 
encouraging for this cryptic wetland bird. Early returns of 


John Newman and Craig Morley 

several species of wader around our world class wetlands 
and coast are already starting to accumulate. 

The flock of 600 Blue-winged Parrots that transiently fed 
on crop for a week probably represents the largest flock of 
neophema parrots ever recorded in our district. Within a 
week, they had dispersed and were gone. The spring- 
summer migrants like Bronze-cuckoos are temporarily 
coexisting with the numerous Robins that have dispersed 
to lower altitude and more open terrain over winter before 
they head into wetter higher zones to breed in spring. 
Several attentive birders have noted numerous birds 
vocalising well, demonstrating much skill with mimicry, as 
we approach breeding season. 


Bird species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comments 

Obs 

Stubble Quail 

3 

03/08/2014 

Connewarre 

Belchers La. At least 3 clearly hd calling; late p.m. Also 04/08 (3 

CMo, 





hd). 1 in flight across grain crop, late p.m. 10/08/2014. 

GD 


2 

08/08/2014 

Connewarre 

Belchers La. Flushed. 

GD 

Brown Quail 

1 

15/08/2014 

Black Rock 

Water Treatment Plant. Calling from rank grassland in 
revegetation. 

GD 


1 

27/07/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

E shore. 

OBP 

Freckled Duck 

200+ 

21/08/2014 

Drysdale 

McLeods Holes. Roosting under willows. 

GMc 


197 

29/07/2014 

Ocean Grove 

Begola Wetlands. 

GD 


30 

29/07/2014 

Ocean Grove 

Bluewaters Lake. 

GD 

Pink-eared Duck 

600 

02/08/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

Tait Pt. Large flock OH, flew in from SW to lake. 

CMo, 






DTy 

Australasian 

76 

12/08/2014 

Freshwater Lake 


GD 

Shoveler 

6 

27/07/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

Delta incl 3 E islands. 

OBP 

Australasian 

1 

26/07/2014 

Balyang 

1st sighting by obs, in regular surveys at location, since mid 2013. 

RT, PT 

Grebe 

2 

08/07/2014 

Sanctuary 

Eastern Pk 

Stormwater Harvesting Lake 

JCrr 

Great Crested 

Grebe 

7 

12/08/2014 

Lake Victoria 

Pt Lonsdale. 

GD 

Spotted Dove 

3 

24/06/2014 

Newtown 

Nicholas St. Incubating bird sharing nest with fledgling from prev 

per 





clutch. 2nd ad (M?) perching nearby. 

CMo 

Brush Bronzewing 

1 

16/08/2014 

Anglesea Heath 

500 m SE of coal mine. Perched beside road. 

GD 

Sooty Albatross 

1 

07/08/2014 

Pt Lonsdale 

Lighthouse. Offshore. Uniformly dark, graceful and shapely 
albatross. -80% wingspan of a Shy Albatross. 

CMo 

Slender-billed 

Prion 

1 

12/08/2014 

Pt Roadknight 

Beachcast. (Photo) 

SDa 

Australasian 

1 

17/08/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

Mollers La Wetland. M circling high and flying to E. 

CMo 

Darter 

White-necked 

1 

02/08/2014 

Armstrong Ck 

Warraliliy Wetland. Foraging. Also 1 flying downstream, 

CMo, 

Heron 




09/08/2014. 

DTy 


1 

17/08/2014 

Moriac 

In inundated crop paddock, 4.30 p.m. 

JN 

Intermediate Egret 

1 

20/08/2014 

Lake Colac 

Bird Sanctuary via Church St. (Photo) 

BLV 

Black-shouldered 

3 

27/07/2014 

Connewarre 

Belchers La. 2 recently fledged juvs. Ad came in with prey: small 

OBP 

Kite 

4 

29/07/2014 

Connewarre 

rodent. 4 on 28/07; at least 3 (incl 2 juvs) on 02/08. Also 

04/08/2014, juvs becoming more independent. 

Barwon Heads Rd/Lower Duneed Rd crossing. Incl 2 juvs perched 
on light towers. 

JCrr 


3 

03/08/2014 

Moolap 

Pt Henry Rd. Ad aerial feeding 2 juvs. Juvs perched on heaped 
building material while ad hunting on adj saltmarsh. Noisy 
squawking generated by young when ad flew twds them with fresh 
prey. 

DTy 

Collared 

1 

09/08/2014 

Armstrong Ck 

Warraliliy Wetland. Skirting around trees. Hunting. 

CMo, 

Sparrowhawk 





DTy 


1 

25/07/2014 

Balyang 

Yellinko Wetland, Barwon River. Perched quietly on tree branch of 

CFr 




Sanctuary 

eucalypt. Often seen in this area. 



1 

30/07/2014 

Geelong North 

McKellar Centre. Large bird circling on outer edge of group of 
starlings. Hunting. Driven off twds corridor of trees by resident 
Masked Lapwings. 

DTy 
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Bird species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comments 

Obs 

Grey Goshawk 

1 

05/08/2014 

Pt Lonsdale 

Shell Rd. White morph. Flushed from roadside tree, 
flew and perched close by; 3.00 p.m. 

TFI 

Spotted Harrier 

2 

24/07/2014 

Lara 

Rennie St. Gliding low over pk area. 1st record for few 
months. 

RWo 

Peregrine Falcon 

1 

20/07/2014 

Ceres 

Geelong Ring Rd. Flying rapidly twds Highton. 

RT, PT 


1 

16/08/2014 

Ocean Grove NR 

Nr W dam. Perched atop dead tree, carefully watching 
the many Rainbow Lorikeets in vicinity. 

BL, BML 


1 

02/08/2014 

Pt Henry 

Windmill Rd. 2 on 09/08/2014. 

CMo, DTy 


2 

16/08/2014 

Winchelsea 

F calling and perched in massive cavity in dead tree. M 
brought prey (Common Starling). F flew out of sight. M 
later seen in low flat flight looping out and back from 
trees— display/hunting flight? 

CMo, DTy 

Brolga 

2 

27/07/2014 

Deans Marsh 

Pr. M displaying. 

per KSm 


3 

08/08/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

Tait Pt. 

GD 

Lewin's Rail 

1 

08/08/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

Beside Ocean Grove Golf Club. Hd only. 

GD 


1 

12/08/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

Salt Swamp. Hd only. 

GD 


1 

14/08/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

N of Barwon River. Hd only. 

GD 

Black-tailed Native-hen 

1 

09/08/2014 

Hospital Swamp 

Lake Rd, Connewarre. Lignum swamp. 

DTy, CMo 


1 

19/07/2014 

Ocean Grove 

Blue Waters Lake. 5.00 p.m. Feeding on lakeside and 
then swimming with Dusky Moorhens. Sp not common 
at location. 

BML 

Red-necked Avocet 

104 

24/07/2014 

Avalon Saltworks 

Snake Island (100); ponds behind shacks (4). 

OBP 


100 

09/08/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

Delta. 

GD 


12 

12/08/2014 

Lake Victoria 

Pt Lonsdale. 

GD 


90+ 

05/07/2014 

Moolap Saltworks 

Feeding in pans, a couple of smaller groups roosting; 

4.00 p.m 

AHi 


150 

09/08/2014 

Moolap Saltworks 

Pump-house. 

CMo, DTy 


1 

10/08/2014 

Serendip Sanct 

Poss 1st record of sp at location. With Black-winged 

RWd, PD- 





Stilts. 

BLV 

Banded Stilt 

250e 

24/07/2014 

Avalon Saltworks 

Ponds behind shacks. At least 250, prob 300. 

OBP 


120 

12/08/2014 

Freshwater Lake 


GD 


200 

09/08/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

Delta. 

GD 


3 

12/08/2014 

Lake Victoria 

Pt Lonsdale. 

GD 


5 

09/08/2014 

Moolap Saltworks 

Pump-house. 

CMo, DTy 

Double-banded Plover 

280 

24/07/2014 

Avalon Saltworks 

Snake Island. Possibly 300+. 

OBP 


160 

27/07/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

Delta incl 3 E islands. Min 160, prob many more. 

OBP 

Hooded Plover 

4 

14/08/2014 

Pt Impossible 

Thompson Ck mouth. 3 ads (1 with orange band on R 
leg), 1 juv (yellow band on L leg—indicating it was 
hatched and fledged at Phillip Island). Among 

Red-capped Plovers and Double-banded Plovers. 

BOI, BnB 


1 

03/08/2014 

Red Rocks Beach 

W of Pt Addis. Individual foraging (unbanded). 

CFr 

Banded Lapwing 

1 

09/08/2014 

Armstrong Ck 

Warraliliy Wetland. OH giving alarm call. 

CMo, DTy 


10 

07/08/2014 

Connewarre 

Bluestone School Rd. In short grain crop. 

DSI 

Masked Lapwing 

4 

13/08/2014 

Bacchus Marsh 

Grey St. Ad pair and 2 newly-hatched chicks; nested on 
grassy roundabout, busy roads. 

MHe, DHe 


6 

30/07/2014 

Geelong 

Geelong Hospital helipad. 2 ads with 4 recently fledged 

LBr, HSc 





runners. 



2 

01/07/2014 

Highton 

Reston Ct. Pr mating on front lawn. Mating on nature 
strip; 07/07/2014. On 14/08/2014, 2, poss 3 chicks, not 
coaxed off flat roof by 1.5 hrs calling by ads. Obs 
returned 45 min later, 1 runner on ground, fate of other 

1 or 2 unknown. 

DE 

Latham's Snipe 

3 

20/08/2014 

Lake Colac 

Bird sanctuary via Church St. 

BLV 

Eastern Curlew 

2 

05/08/2014 

Barwon Heads 

Estuary. 1 from 03/08/2014. 

GD 


2 

10/08/2014 

Ocean Grove 

Surf Beach. Flying W along surf line. 

JDg 

Common Greenshank 

2 

05/08/2014 

Barwon Heads 

Estuary. 2 over-wintered. 

GD 


2 

27/07/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

Delta incl 3 E islands. 

OBP 


2 

09/08/2014 

Moolap Saltworks 

Pump-house. 

CMo, DTy 

Yellow-tailed Black 
Cockatoo 

21 

01/08/2014 

Kardinia Pk 

Flying S after feeding in pines at N end of pk. 

CMo 

Red-rumped Parrot 

100 

04/08/2014 

Connewarre 

Belchers La. Feeding in drying grain crop with 600 
Blue-winged Parrots, 400 House Sparrows. Similar no, 
03/08/2014. 

CMo, GD 

Blue-winged Parrot 

600 

04/08/2014 

Connewarre 

Belchers La. Many feeding in drying grain crop, 

CMo, GD, 





eventually flew off, in direction of Lake Connewarre, 
before and after sunset. Careful and realistic total by 2 
obs viewing independently from different vantage pts. 
09/08 a.m., hd OH, none in paddock. 10/08/2014, none 
hd or seen late p.m. until after sunset. 

DTy 


100s 

25/07/2014 

Pt Impossible 

Karaaf Wetland. Many wheeling about in late afternoon 
sun. Too numerous to count. 

GGt 

Horsfield's Bronze- 
Cuckoo 

1 

12/08/2014 

Hospital Swamp 

Hd only. 

GD 


1 

08/08/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

Beside Ocean Grove Golf Club. Hd only. 

GD 


2 

09/08/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

Salt Swamp. Calling; 1 seen. 

GD 


1 

07/08/2014 

Mannerim 

Knights Rd. 

PKw 


1 

15/08/2014 

Pt Impossible 

Karaaf Wetlands. Hd only. 

GD 
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Bird species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comments 

Obs 

Southern Boobook 

1 

08/08/2014 

Corio 

Kanooka Dr. 1st for yard. Perched for 5 min in torch; obs went 
for camera it flew. 

JDg 

Eastern Barn Owl 

1 

10/08/2014 

Connewarre 

Lake Rd. Flew across rd; 6.20 p.m. (sunset 5.43 p.m.). 

CMo 


1 

08/07/2014 

Queenscliff 

Nr Queenscliff Yacht Club. 

JCrr 


1 

30/07/2014 

Thirteenth Beach 

Daytime bird perched in dune scrub overlooking Murtnagurt 
Lagoon. 

GD 

Southern Emu- 

2 

23/07/2014 

Anglesea 

Anglesea Foreshore Reserve. 2 seen briefly, both perched on 

RWo 

wren 

2 

29/07/2014 

Eumeralla 

(Anglesea) 

fence beside tk. 

Eumeralla Flora Reserve. 

AHn 


6 

17/08/2014 

Gherang 

Tanners Rd. 3 prs in bushland. 1st record for obs at location. 

JN 


1 

08/08/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

Beside Ocean Grove Golf Club. 

GD 

Rufous Bristlebird 

2 

16/08/2014 

Anglesea Heath 

Breakfast Ck. At least 2 calling along creek. 

CMo, DTy 


1 

16/08/2014 

Anglesea Heath 

500 m SE of coal mine. Hd only. 

GD 

Chestnut-rumped 

3 

23/07/2014 

Anglesea 

Anglesea Foreshore Reserve. 1 calling, incl mimicry. 

RWo 

Heathwren 

2 

29/07/2014 

Eumeralla 

Eumeralla Flora Reserve. 

AHn 

Striated Fieldwren 

2 

09/08/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

Salt Swamp. Nest with 2 eggs. 

GD 

Australian Magpie 

lOOe 

06/08/2014 

Fairhaven 

Bimbadeen Dr. Spread across paddocks. 

ANG 

Forest Raven 

2 

16/08/2014 

Anglesea Heath 

Gum Flat Rd/Cecil Tk cnr. Foraging around and on tree trunks. 
Massive beaks and at least 1 occasionally uttering 
unmistakeable bass baritone short calls. 

CMo, DTy 

Restless Flycatcher 

1 

05/08/2014 

Winchelsea 

Barwon Bridge. Seen and scissors-grinding call clearly hd 
several times. Unusual visitor, perhaps following the river. 

CMo 

Scarlet Robin 

1 

16/08/2014 

Anglesea Heath 

No 2 Rd. M. 

CMo, DTy 

Red-capped Robin 

1 

15/08/2014 

Long Forest 

Happy Valley car pk. Hd. Sp seen and hd at site twice in March 
2014. 

MHe 

Flame Robin 

5 

28/07/2014 

Connewarre 

Barwon Heads Airport. 4 Ms, 1 brown bird flitting about grassy 
verges. 

OBP 


2 

10/08/2014 

Connewarre 

Lake Rd. 2 Ms flitting about fence line -200 m apart. 

CMo 


5 

27/07/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

E shore. 2 Ms, 3 brown birds along fence line on higher 
ground. 

OBP 


7 

27/07/2014 

Marshall 

Batten Rd. 5 Ms, 2 Fs perched on fenceline along roadside in 
afternoon light. 

DTy 


1 

15/08/2014 

Pt Impossible 

Karaaf Wetlands. F. 

GD 

Rose Robin 

1 

14/08/2014 

Queens Pk area 

Buckleys Falls. M preening after bath in drain. Buckleys Falls 
lower car pk. Seen on earlier occasions. 

AF, FS 

Pink Robin 

1 

22/07/2014 

Eastern Pk 

Geelong Botanic Gardens. Brown bird, loosely associating with 
White-browed Scrubwrens, Eastern Spinebill (at least 1, poss 

2) and Grey Fantails. 

GL 


2 

28/07/2014 

Eastern Pk 

GBG. Brown birds; poss fewer this yr. 1st seen by obs at 
location for this winter. 

RWo 


1 

19/07/2014 

Highton 

Jewell PI. Brown bird moving through garden; 1.00 p.m. 

DE, RT, 





Perched on fence. Conspicuous nankeen wing bars. 

PT, LCI 

Horsfield’s 

Bushlark 

1 

08/08/2014 

Lake Connewarre 

Belchers La. Also seen 09/08/2014. 

GD 

Tree Martin 

1 

02/08/2014 

Armstrong Ck 

Warraliliy Wetland. Ad with at least 12 Welcome Swallows. 

CMo, DTy 


20 

16/08/2014 

Winchelsea 

Barwon River Billabong. At least 20 in loose flock over trees 
and wetland. 

CMo, DTy 

Bassian Thrush 

1 

15/08/2014 

Ocean Grove NR 

W Track. Bathing at small dam; 11.00 a.m. 

AF 

Common Blackbird 

2 

27/07/2014 

Connewarre 

Belchers La. Briefly singing at dusk; not yet in good voice. 

OBP 


1 

04/08/2014 

Connewarre 

Belchers La. Briefly singing at dusk. Also 10/08/2014; 5.37 
p.m. briefly singing <10°C. 

CMo, GD 


1 

01/07/2014 

Newtown 

Craigie Rd. Not an uncommon sp at location, except that M 
has started singing very early this yr. Normally not hd until Aug 
at earliest. Also observed that individual Ms have quite distinct 
songs, often noticeable in repeated 'refrains'. 

CFr 


1 

13/08/2014 

Newtown 

Fairmont Rd. Singing, 6.15 p.m.; max temp 12°C. 

CMo 

Common Starling 

1 

20/07/2014 

Newtown 

Fairmont Rd. Perched on TV antenna, singing incl mimicry of 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater. Also Common Starling singing incl 
mimicry of Common Blackbird, 26/07/2014. 

CMo 


Observers: AF, Ade Foster; AHi, Andrea Carroll-Haigh; ANG, 
ANGAIR Bird Excursion; BL, Barry Lingham; BLV, Birdline 
Victoria; BML, Bernie Lingham; BnB, Beach-nesting Birds 
Project; BOI, Ben Oliver; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; CMo, Craig 
Morley; DE, Deborah Evans; DHe, Dean Hewish; DSI, Denis 
Sleep; DTy, David Tytherleigh; EM, Elizabeth Macpherson; FS, 
Frank Scheelings; GD, Guy Dutson; GGt, Geoff Gates; GL, 


Grace Lewis; Gordon McCarthy; HSc, Helen Schofield; JCrr, 
Jennifer Carr; JDg, Jeff Dagg; JN, John Newman; KSm, Kate 
Smallwood; LBr, Lance Breguet; LCI, Lynne Clarke; MHe, Marilyn 
Hewish; OBP, Orange-bellied Parrot Survey; PD, Paul Dodd; 
PKw, Penne Kwiat; PT, Peter Turner; RWd, Ruth Wooodrow; 
RWo, Russell Woodford; SDa, Steve Davidson; TFI, Tom 
Fletcher 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion 
Thursday 25 September 2014 

Lake Colac, Lake Corangamite and surrounding areas 
Leaders: Craig Morley and Euan Moore 

This excursion is planned to build on what we learnt when we visited this fascinating area in March this year. This IBA 
(Important Bird Area) complex regularly supports more than 1 % of the world's Australian Shelduck, Chestnut Teal and 
Banded Stilt (with one count of this species representing about 50% of the world population). It also irregularly supports more 
than 1% of the world's Freckled Duck, Musk Duck, Blue-billed Duck, Black Swan, Australasian Shoveler, Pink-eared Duck, 
Hoary-headed Grebe, Straw-necked Ibis, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and Black-winged Stilt. It promises to be a fascinating day! 
To learn more about Important Bird Areas in general you may like to visit httD://birdlife.org.au/Droiects/imDortant-bird-areas 

Meet: 08.30 a.m. (N.B. earlier time than usual) Waurn Ponds Plaza car park https://www.qooqle.com.au/maps/@- 
38.2020872.144.3113322.17z or VicRoads Ed 6: Map 93 G5 

This carpark is at the corner of Rossack Drive and Colac Road (Princes Highway). Turn from Rossack Drive into the carpark 
entrance and then turn left and park in the section of the parking area nearest Rossack Drive. Craig and Euan will be waiting 
here. We can car-pool at this point. Please be punctual as we will then drive on to Beeac. 

A suggested route to Lake Colac : follow the Colac Road (Princes Highway - there are many sections of road work so please 
be careful and patient) out of Geelong. About 10 km before Colac we will turn right into Bourkes Rd https:// 
www.qooqle.com.au/maps/@-38.3112861,143.6463294.14z then veer left and follow McKays Rd across Warrowie Rd into 
Ryans Rd, then turn right into Colac-Ballarat Rd and then left into Meredith Park Rd. (It may be convenient to stay together 
en route, but we will not necessarily travel in convoy). 

Second meeting spot... It may be preferable for some to meet us here. 

Meet: 09.45 a.m. Meredith Park Road at the north-east corner of Lake Colac 
https://www.qooqle.com.aU/maps/@-38.2734607.143.6198935.15z or VicRoads Ed 6: Map 92 B6 

Finish: 3 to 3.30 p.m. Some may prefer to leave after the morning activities or after lunch. 

Bring: Binoculars, camera (optional), telescope (please bring it if you have one), sunscreen, insect repellent, hat, 
raingear, a warm jacket and sturdy shoes, lunch, water/drinks and nibbles. Bring gumboots just in case, though they may not 
be needed. You may like to bring a pen and notepad/record book to help with recording survey data. 

Enquiries: Craig 5221 4604 (042 919 6634 on day of excursion) 


Bird Group meeting 
Thursday 18 September 2014 

Rob Ganly 

Going north with the Australasian Wader Study 
Group 


Plant Group meeting 
Tuesday 8 September 2014 
8.00 p.m. at the GBG Meeting Rooms 

The first meeting of the renewed GFNC Plant Group was held in 
August and an enthusiast group of members shared ideas on the 
format of future meetings. We will focus primarily on sharing photos 
of plants that are currently flowering, building our capacity for 
identifying plants and creating a database of plant localities. 

As we improve our abilities, we will undertake botanical surveys of 
sites, using photographs to record and identify species. 

Come along to share your photos, appreciate the photos from other 
members and improve your botanical knowledge. The meetings are 
informative and fun. 

Barry Lingham 


Mailing roster 

September: Jan Venters 
October: Joan & Tibor Korn 


Anglesea and Aireys Inlet Wildflower 
and Art Show 

Saturday 20 and Sunday 21 September 2014 

Anglesea Memorial Hall, McMillan Street, 
Anglesea 

10.00 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. 

Adults $5.00 Students and Concession $2 
Children under 12 Free 

Spectacular displays of indigenous flowers 
Guided wildflower walks and bus tours in the district 
Indigenous plants for sale 
Art and Craft exhibitions and stalls 
Light refreshments 

Swap an environmental weed for a local plant 

Contact: www.angair.org.au 
or phone 5263 1085 
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GFNC COMMITTEE 2014-2015 

President 

Barry Lingham 

5255 4291 

lingham@tpg.com.au 

Vice-President 

Vacant 

— 

— 

Immediate Past President 

Bruce Lindsay 

0439 035 277 

brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 

Secretary 

Tracey Hinton 

5243 9973 

Tracey.Hinton@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Deborah Evans 

5243 8687 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

Minute Secretary 

Rod Lowther 

5247 1537 

rlowther@ncable.net.au 

Committee Member 

Dean Hewish 

0409 231 755 

myibook@iprimus.com.au 

“ “ 

David Boyle 

5250 1039 

davidboyle48@gmail.com 

“ “ 

Grace Lewis 

0438 046 363 

g.e.lewis@hotmail.com 


Graham Possingham 

5243 6997 

g.possingham@gmail.com 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 

Bird Group 

Craig Morley 

5221 4604 

craigmorley5@bigpond .com 

Conservation Group 

Bruce Lindsay 

5223 2394 

brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 

Editor 

Chrissy Freestone 

0417 379 033 

chrissy.freestone@deakin.edu.au 

Sub-editor 

Deborah Evans 

5243 8687 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

Geelong Bird Report 

Craig Morley 

5221 4604 

craigmorley5@bigpond.com 

Jerringot Group 

Bela Bard-Brucker 

5243 7072 

bbardbrucker@gmail.com 

Librarian 

Lorraine Phelan 

5243 0636 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

Fauna Survey Group 

Trevor Pescott 

5243 4368 

ppescott@optusnet.com.au 

Web-master 

Dean Hewish 

0409 231 755 

myibook@iprimus.com.au 

Eco Book Group 

Lorraine Phelan 

5243 0636 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

General Meeting Minutes 

Vacant 

— 

— 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 

Convenor Lynne Clarke 

0439 390 801 

alynneclarke@gmail.com 

Cadets 

Jeff Dagg 

0419 551 847 

gfncadets@gmail.com 


Coming events 


SEPTEMBER 2014 

OCTOBER 2014 

2 

General Meeting: Graham Patterson—Natural history of 

Port Phillip Bay 

7 

General Meeting: Trevor Pescott—Fauna from the GFNC 
trapping surveys 

9 

Plant Group: Meeting, sharing photos and observations 

9-12 

Fauna survey: Floating Islands Reserve, Stony Rises 

11-14 

Fauna survey: Hurst Rd, Anglesea 

14 

Plant Group: Wider Geelong Flora Lecture: John Arnott 

13-14 

Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 

15 

Cadets: Meeting 

17 

Cadets: Meeting 

16 

Bird Group: John Newman/Trevor Lumb—Birding in SW 

18 

Bird Group: Rob Ganly—Going north with the Australasian 


WA 


Wader Study Group 

17-27 

ANN get together in Hobart 

20-21 

Angair Wildflower Show 

19 

GFNC Excursion: Carlisle heath 

25 

26-29 

No excursion: members encouraged to attend Angair 
Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 

SEANA campout Portland (school holidays) 

23 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening 29 September 2014. 

Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—digital as .jpg and slides or prints for scanning—to the Editor, 

Chrissy Freestone chrissy.freestone@deakin.edu.au 


DISCLAIMER 

The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed 
in this magazine rests with the author of the article. Please contact the 
Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a photograph) from another 
source, so that copyright permission can be sought. 

The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided that 
acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 


GFNC meetings are held at Geelong 
Botanic Gardens Friends Room, and 
start at 8.00 p.m. 

Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and 
Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. 

[Melway 452 G4] 
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